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happens that scarcely any rain falls on those plains for three
or four years; so that the natives have to help the heavy
night-dews with irrigation in the day, to procure their har-
vests. Indeed, in some sandy districts it never rains at all;
upon the mountains, on the contrary, it rains eight months
oxit of the twelve; and some of them are always covered
with snow and ice. During the summer, certain winds blow
from the south, which distress the inhabitants very much.
Going from Guaiaquil to Quito, I passed the mountain of
Chimbo9 which is upwards of forty miles high,1 all unin-
habited ; and if I had not been supplied by an Indian with
a little water, I should have died with thirst by the way.
When I was once on the summit, I remained there some
time looking at that strange and wonderful country, many
things appearing dubious as in a vision.
In this great province of Quito, as also in many other
parts of Peru, although several of the nations possess lan-
guages peculiar to each, yet when they were subjugated by
the Ingui, it was commanded that everybody should learn
the language of Cusco9 and that fathers should teach it to
their children. Hence this language is used generally all
through the countries where their dominion extends.
Although these people hold communication with the devil,
they reverence the sun as their principal deity. When either
the chiefs or the priests wish to ask some favour of him,
they go in the morning at sunrise to the top of a flight of
stone steps made on purpose, holding their heads down,
clapping their hands, then rubbing them, then raising them
as if they wished to touch him, repeating some of their pray-
ers and asking for what they want of him. Thus now, when
the Spaniards illtreat them, they worship them as if they
were the sun, and pray them to be merciful and not to harm
1 Probably meaning that the ascent of Chimborazo occupied forty
miles : and see the voyage of Cademosta (ii, 207), vhere the same term
is used lor the line of ascent. (Trans.)